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BACKGROUND
The Anderson Community in Caswell County has been
selected as the proposed site for an asphalt plant 

Residents' home are located 
within a quarter-mile of the 

proposed site



ANDERSON
COMMUNITY

Demographics
83% of residents self-identify as African
American, Latinx, or American Indian

Environment
The community is already experiencing
nuisances from a local animal center

Assets & Advocacy
Residents of Anderson Township mobilized
to fight plant approval

ACE, 2022



U.S. EPA, 1995

WHAT HEALTH THREATS DO ASPHALT
PLANTS POSE?



ASPHALT PLANTS PRODUCE TOXIC
CHEMICALS 

These include: 
Particulate Matter (PM), Sulfur
Dioxides (SO2), Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (PAH), Hydrogen
Sulfides (H2S), Carbon Disulfides,
Formaldehyde, Cadmium, Arsenic,
Benzene, Nitrogen Oxides (BREDL, n.d.)

Existing literature considers occupational
exposure but not residential exposure to
asphalt plant pollution

David Nunuk, 2013



ASSOCIATED HEALTH IMPACTS



COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENT

+12K

+100K

The Shoffner Report found that the CHA for
Caswell County & NCDEQ EJ Snapshot Report did
not accurately reflect demographics, health
outcomes, and concerns of the Anderson
Community
Partnership between Anderson Community
Group (ACE), UNC Environmental Justice Action
Research Clinic, & NC Institute of Public Health
Phone-based & In-person CHA was developed
specifically for homes within a one-mile radius of
the proposed asphalt plant
Community-based participatory research
methods utilized throughout the partnership



RESULTS

48%

77% ANDERSON RESIDENTS REPORT AT LEAST ONE
FORMALLY DIAGNOSED CHRONIC ILLNESS 

ANDERSON RESIDENTS REPORT 3 OR MORE FORMALLY
DIAGNOSED CHRONIC ILLNESSES

n = 48

45% ANDERSON RESIDENTS REPORT AT LEAST ONE
DISABILITY THAT LIMITS LIFE ACTIVITIES



RESULTS
n = 48

Anderson Community NC Average

0% 25% 50% 75%

Asthma 

Lung Disease 

Type 2 Diabetes 

High Blood Pressure 

Prevalence of Health Issues & Disabilities in Anderson vs. NC Averages

3.1x Asthma

4.4x Lung Disease

1.9x Diabetes

1.7x HBP



RESULTS
n = 48

Cumulative Impacts
Fewer physicians in Caswell County
vs. NC averages 

Residents report strange odors

60%

62%

Residents report plumes of smoke

6.2x



CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
Concerned Anderson citizens are also worried about:  

Nuisances already present 
in the community

Lack of access to physiciansDecreased Property Values

Increased Truck Traffic Recent Tree Clearing

Increased Risk of COVID-19

Limited Economic Opportunities SLAPP lawsuit filed against 58
residents to stifle organizing



RESIDENT CONCERNS ABOUT 
THE PROPOSED FACILITY 

+200K



"Our health is more important than a polluting
industry…..We know COVID-19 has hit the Black and
Brown communities very hard. Why add another
stressor to the list? Let the people breathe freely
and deny the air permit. Do not give them a permit to
kill. Do not give them a license to kill."






POLICIES ARE NEEDED TO PROTECT
ANDERSON & SIMILAR COMMUNITIES

Combat environmental racism
Incorporate cumulative
impacts in the permitting
process
Place the burden of proof on
industries and not on
communities
Protect community organizers
from baseless lawsuits ACE, 2022
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Residents learn
about the

proposed facility
on Thanksgiving 

NC DHHS conducts
a literature
summary of

impacts of asphalt
facilities

The air permit for
the asphalt plant

is approved

The Shoffner Report
finds that NCDEQ EJ

Snapshot Report
underestimates the
proportion of BIPOC

residents

ACE & UNC CHA
finds high rates of
chronic illness and

disability within the
community

EPA Complaint Filed;
SLAPP lawsuit against

Rev. Shoffner, Ms.
Anita, & Thomas Day-

Caswell Holt Branch of
the NAACP dismissed




THE ANDERSON COMMUNITY HAS BEEN

EFFECTIVELY ORGANIZING SINCE 2019






ACE HAS FILED MULTIPLE APPEALS
SINCE 2022

+200K




March 2022 
EPA Title VI Complaint Filed
ADA Title II Complaint Filed
Watershed Permit Appeal 

Subchapter 01C, Zoning, and Other Regulatory
Changes 
Protections for Disabilities






THE ONUS FOR PROTECTIONS IS ON
COMMUNITIES

+200K



ACE has utilized numerous
and varied strategies to
combat the proposed facility

Burden of proof is
placed on communities   




ACE, 2022



TAKE ACTION TODAY
Donate to communities fighting
asphalt plants & other polluting
industries
Join the North Carolina Environmental
Justice Network 
Contact your State Representatives 
Write a letter to Governor Cooper
Follow EJ media and EJ listservs  
Spread the word to friends and family

Bill Lindeke, 2019
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