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Early 

Childhood

• William Carter Jenkins was born on 

July 26, 1945 in Mt. Pleasant, South 

Carolina.  He was delivered by Rosella 

Wilson, his grandmother and the local 

midwife. 

• Fondly known as Billy, he grew up 

with two rich cultural heritages.



The Gullah 

People

Bill’s neighborhood 

in Mt Pleasant was 

an isolated Gullah 

fishing village off  

the coast of  

Charleston 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjFpKS-8JTlAhUCLqwKHS1CC9QQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F384776361892384078%2F&psig=AOvVaw29bC90RGzVdFmlMdBdubI2&ust=1570906370731917


Jenkins Orphanage

Jenkins Orphanage building, Franklin St., Charleston, SC

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjj-MmL5ZTlAhUMKKwKHa1hBkkQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.findagrave.com%2Fmemorial%2F63505630%2Fdaniel-joseph-jenkins&psig=AOvVaw1KUqW93gynW9Ht5joo2qWQ&ust=1570902142772127


Jenkins Orphanage Band

Originator of  the Charleston Dance

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sc.edu%2Forphanfilm%2Forphanage%2Fsymposia%2Fscholarship%2Fhubbert%2Fjenkins-orphanage.html&psig=AOvVaw1KUqW93gynW9Ht5joo2qWQ&ust=1570902142772127


High schools Jenkins attended
Immaculate Conception School 

Charleston, SC

Laing High School

Mt Pleasant, SC

http://img.groundspeak.com/waymarking/3cfbfc43-5e12-4c7b-ac85-0dcbb6823364.JPG
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjOgNjO9ZTlAhUQLKwKHTlKBn0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bvlhistoricpreservationresearch.com%2Fsingle-post%2F2017%2F02%2F13%2FOLD-LAING-HIGH-SCHOOL---Mt-Pleasant-SC&psig=AOvVaw3KnMYiUSjkQ_4k2cmGf73o&ust=1570907755590160


Bill Jenkins Education

1967  Morehouse College.   BA Mathematics 

1974  Georgetown University.   Masters in Biostatistics 

1977  University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Masters in Public Health

1983  University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill. PhD in Epidemiology

1987  Harvard University post doc in Biostatistics

2011  Medical University of  South Carolina Honorary Doctorate



What drove his career?

Love of  
epidemiology

discovered 
epidemiology as a 
graduate student 
in biostatistics 

Dedication to social 
justice

A teenager involved in voter 
registration in Charleston

At Morehouse a foot soldier with 
the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee 



Career Themes

Tuskegee syphilis study

Expanding the public health workforce in epi and 
biostat (later to include more disciplines)

with a special type of  mentoring



Discovery of  the Tuskegee Study of  

Untreated Syphilis in the  Negro Male

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/action/showImage?doi=10.2105%2F9780875533049app2A&iName=master.img-012.jpg&type=master


UNTREATED SYPHILIS IN THE MALE NEGRO BACKGROUND AND CURRENT STATUS OF PATIENTS IN 

THE TUSKEGEE STUDY

STANLEY H. SCHUMAN, M.D.,* SIDNEY OLANSKY, M.D.,**

EUNICE RIVERS, R.N.,*** C. A. SMITH, M.D.,****

AND DOROTHY S. RAMBO, R.N.*****

From the Venereal Disease Program, Division of  Special Health Services, U. S. Public Health Service,

Washington, D. C.

(Received for publication July 28, 1955.)

December 1964

The Tuskegee Study of  Untreated Syphilis. The 30th Year of  Observation

DONALD H. ROCKWELL, MD; ANNE ROOF YOBS, MD; M. BRITTAIN MOORE JR., MD

Arch Intern Med. 1964;114(6):792-798. doi:10.1001/archinte.1964.03860120104011 (link)

https://jamanetwork.com/searchresults?author=DONALD+H.+ROCKWELL&q=DONALD+H.+ROCKWELL










Manager of  the 
Tuskegee Participant 

Health Benefits Program
National Center for HIV 
STD and Tuberculosis 

Prevention, CDC

•“What they deserve is the best 
medical care we can provide,” Dr. 
Jenkins told The Times in 1997. “I 

try to give them the care that I 
would want to give to my mother.”



Presidential Apology



President 

Clinton

"The United States government did something 
that was wrong – deeply, profoundly, morally 
wrong. It was an outrage to our commitment 
to integrity and equality for all our citizens.

“No power on Earth can give you back the lives 
lost, the pain suffered, the years of  internal 
torment and anguish. What was done cannot 
be undone. But we can end the silence. We can 
stop turning our heads away. We can look at 
you in the eye and finally say on behalf  of  the 
American people, what the United States 
government did was shameful, and I am sorry.”



History of  the Tuskegee Study, including Bill's 20-

minute documentary with study survivors (link)

Interviews with survivors of  the Tuskegee Study of  

Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Male 

(http://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/timeline.htm). 

Direct link to the documentary 

(https://sakai.unc.edu/x/a6tZoQ)

https://go.unc.edu/TSS


Social Justice Through Public Health

Public Health Through Social Justice:
Social Justice Through Public Health
Public Health Through Social Justice:
Lessons from Tuskegee

A

Presented November 7, 2010
https://go.unc.edu/BillJenkins

Click “Lectures”

Click “Keynote Address to the APHA 138th Annual Meeting”

https://www.essence.com/tags/bill-jenkins/


Expand The Public Health 

Workforce

Mentor, Mentor, Mentor!!!

https://www.facebook.com/133958636763806/photos/1075306962628964/


https://ajph.aphapublications.org/action/showImage?doi=10.2105%2F9780875533049app2A&iName=master.img-019.jpg&type=master


Florida A&M

University

Morgan State

University

Tuskegee

University

Bethune-Cookman University

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 
and Science

Meharry Medical College

Fort Valley State University

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNQwo3TgDXHAGkBIy7X5u8mQ9mlSHg:1572536037740&q=Florida+A%26M+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MCosKyszEsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFiDAIxjY0z7WEso0tDC0qoWyT8pwqI5iajEJzg1OMHCB2cUU63Ji89KRiKNswrbgMZkxSWoWhKczI7Nz4tF-MYj5YHb2IVcwtJ78oMyVRwVHNVyE0L7MM6OzMkkoASv-MrvMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo37Of6cblAhWtm-AKHVN9BPEQxA0wE3oECAsQBQ&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNQwo3TgDXHAGkBIy7X5u8mQ9mlSHg:1572536037740&q=Florida+A%26M+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MCosKyszEsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFiDAIxjY0z7WEso0tDC0qoWyT8pwqI5iajEJzg1OMHCB2cUU63Ji89KRiKNswrbgMZkxSWoWhKczI7Nz4tF-MYj5YHb2IVcwtJ78oMyVRwVHNVyE0L7MM6OzMkkoASv-MrvMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo37Of6cblAhWtm-AKHVN9BPEQxA0wE3oECAsQBQ&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNQwo3TgDXHAGkBIy7X5u8mQ9mlSHg:1572536037740&q=Florida+A%26M+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MCosKyszEsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFiDAIxjY0z7WEso0tDC0qoWyT8pwqI5iajEJzg1OMHCB2cUU63Ji89KRiKNswrbgMZkxSWoWhKczI7Nz4tF-MYj5YHb2IVcwtJ78oMyVRwVHNVyE0L7MM6OzMkkoASv-MrvMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo37Of6cblAhWtm-AKHVN9BPEQxA0wE3oECAsQBQ&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNQwo3TgDXHAGkBIy7X5u8mQ9mlSHg:1572536037740&q=Florida+A%26M+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MCosKyszEsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFiDAIxjY0z7WEso0tDC0qoWyT8pwqI5iajEJzg1OMHCB2cUU63Ji89KRiKNswrbgMZkxSWoWhKczI7Nz4tF-MYj5YHb2IVcwtJ78oMyVRwVHNVyE0L7MM6OzMkkoASv-MrvMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo37Of6cblAhWtm-AKHVN9BPEQxA0wE3oECAsQBQ&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNQwo3TgDXHAGkBIy7X5u8mQ9mlSHg:1572536037740&q=Florida+A%26M+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MCosKyszEsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFiDAIxjY0z7WEso0tDC0qoWyT8pwqI5iajEJzg1OMHCB2cUU63Ji89KRiKNswrbgMZkxSWoWhKczI7Nz4tF-MYj5YHb2IVcwtJ78oMyVRwVHNVyE0L7MM6OzMkkoASv-MrvMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjo37Of6cblAhWtm-AKHVN9BPEQxA0wE3oECAsQBQ&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSKKSDhTOlTJf5-P9Yx8EIX2bvZig:1572536459796&q=Morgan+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG2OPQ6CMABGw2CCF8DFodEDQFED3kEn4-Ji2qZ_oQWhpYDH8TgcyUlJqJPby5cvLy9cb8JYx4npuUgjJY0FFQNYIVIAUilFOTW3rcCkNaCTVgCNjKWNmV6PFitJgKBIWTEGy8mT1s45zzDTx5l3OcyHmfedeqb-I-osGYNfg59Ljs3MkBnnNZj18OCVhb6zdxCd_ka_Fqtz1XBUgotFloJrKd23W9rhAwDNrlPzAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjvkNTo6sblAhUhZN8KHUYqCWkQ-BYIPA&biw=1359&bih=662&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSKKSDhTOlTJf5-P9Yx8EIX2bvZig:1572536459796&q=Morgan+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG2OPQ6CMABGw2CCF8DFodEDQFED3kEn4-Ji2qZ_oQWhpYDH8TgcyUlJqJPby5cvLy9cb8JYx4npuUgjJY0FFQNYIVIAUilFOTW3rcCkNaCTVgCNjKWNmV6PFitJgKBIWTEGy8mT1s45zzDTx5l3OcyHmfedeqb-I-osGYNfg59Ljs3MkBnnNZj18OCVhb6zdxCd_ka_Fqtz1XBUgotFloJrKd23W9rhAwDNrlPzAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjvkNTo6sblAhUhZN8KHUYqCWkQ-BYIPA&biw=1359&bih=662&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSKKSDhTOlTJf5-P9Yx8EIX2bvZig:1572536459796&q=Morgan+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG2OPQ6CMABGw2CCF8DFodEDQFED3kEn4-Ji2qZ_oQWhpYDH8TgcyUlJqJPby5cvLy9cb8JYx4npuUgjJY0FFQNYIVIAUilFOTW3rcCkNaCTVgCNjKWNmV6PFitJgKBIWTEGy8mT1s45zzDTx5l3OcyHmfedeqb-I-osGYNfg59Ljs3MkBnnNZj18OCVhb6zdxCd_ka_Fqtz1XBUgotFloJrKd23W9rhAwDNrlPzAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjvkNTo6sblAhUhZN8KHUYqCWkQ-BYIPA&biw=1359&bih=662&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSKKSDhTOlTJf5-P9Yx8EIX2bvZig:1572536459796&q=Morgan+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG2OPQ6CMABGw2CCF8DFodEDQFED3kEn4-Ji2qZ_oQWhpYDH8TgcyUlJqJPby5cvLy9cb8JYx4npuUgjJY0FFQNYIVIAUilFOTW3rcCkNaCTVgCNjKWNmV6PFitJgKBIWTEGy8mT1s45zzDTx5l3OcyHmfedeqb-I-osGYNfg59Ljs3MkBnnNZj18OCVhb6zdxCd_ka_Fqtz1XBUgotFloJrKd23W9rhAwDNrlPzAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjvkNTo6sblAhUhZN8KHUYqCWkQ-BYIPA&biw=1359&bih=662&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSKKSDhTOlTJf5-P9Yx8EIX2bvZig:1572536459796&q=Morgan+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG2OPQ6CMABGw2CCF8DFodEDQFED3kEn4-Ji2qZ_oQWhpYDH8TgcyUlJqJPby5cvLy9cb8JYx4npuUgjJY0FFQNYIVIAUilFOTW3rcCkNaCTVgCNjKWNmV6PFitJgKBIWTEGy8mT1s45zzDTx5l3OcyHmfedeqb-I-osGYNfg59Ljs3MkBnnNZj18OCVhb6zdxCd_ka_Fqtz1XBUgotFloJrKd23W9rhAwDNrlPzAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjvkNTo6sblAhUhZN8KHUYqCWkQ-BYIPA&biw=1359&bih=662&dpr=2
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNSXm-FoiOrGVgwlThu5i8lR-Brh7A:1572536556172&q=Jackson+State+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOOQUeLUz9U3MEwrLrM0EsvJLC5RyE9TSMpJTM5WSM7PyUlNTy2OUs5ISi4tVijPLMlQyE0sLkktKgapKihNyslMVshITcwpyTjFCDbIqLCsrAzGNjTPtYSyjS0MLSqhbJPynCojmJqMQnODU4wcIHZxRTrcmLz0pGIoG-w2KDsprcLQFGZkdm582i9GMR-sjl7EKuEF5Bfn5ykElySWpCqE5mWWAR2eWVIJAOk0zJz1AAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjBuc6W68blAhXQY98KHTt-BgUQ-BYIQg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNRy8-iqiQXRgJ9JsYYTUPAiFe-CgA:1572536559835&q=Tuskegee+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG3OMQ6CMBiG4TCY6GzC5NDoAaAoAe_gqIuLoU1LG1oQ_1LA43gcjuQkGOrk9gxf3nzLzXYV6CDEdUviyFcSDKo4IiqjBaKVUixncN0JQhtArTQC6QwMe8C0ujdESYoEy5QRg_cNRbW11hkn-jh7n-K0n31o1TNyG1En4eAtJ0OX_zJlTmA25mBdhvAOxy5Z6Bt_e_7p7-nXYn1uoBjJ0KWUdvwsTf8BNVpYsPAAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwi6j66Y68blAhXIMd8KHR03CU4Q-BYITg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNRy8-iqiQXRgJ9JsYYTUPAiFe-CgA:1572536559835&q=Tuskegee+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG3OMQ6CMBiG4TCY6GzC5NDoAaAoAe_gqIuLoU1LG1oQ_1LA43gcjuQkGOrk9gxf3nzLzXYV6CDEdUviyFcSDKo4IiqjBaKVUixncN0JQhtArTQC6QwMe8C0ujdESYoEy5QRg_cNRbW11hkn-jh7n-K0n31o1TNyG1En4eAtJ0OX_zJlTmA25mBdhvAOxy5Z6Bt_e_7p7-nXYn1uoBjJ0KWUdvwsTf8BNVpYsPAAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwi6j66Y68blAhXIMd8KHR03CU4Q-BYITg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNRy8-iqiQXRgJ9JsYYTUPAiFe-CgA:1572536559835&q=Tuskegee+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG3OMQ6CMBiG4TCY6GzC5NDoAaAoAe_gqIuLoU1LG1oQ_1LA43gcjuQkGOrk9gxf3nzLzXYV6CDEdUviyFcSDKo4IiqjBaKVUixncN0JQhtArTQC6QwMe8C0ujdESYoEy5QRg_cNRbW11hkn-jh7n-K0n31o1TNyG1En4eAtJ0OX_zJlTmA25mBdhvAOxy5Z6Bt_e_7p7-nXYn1uoBjJ0KWUdvwsTf8BNVpYsPAAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwi6j66Y68blAhXIMd8KHR03CU4Q-BYITg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNRy8-iqiQXRgJ9JsYYTUPAiFe-CgA:1572536559835&q=Tuskegee+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG3OMQ6CMBiG4TCY6GzC5NDoAaAoAe_gqIuLoU1LG1oQ_1LA43gcjuQkGOrk9gxf3nzLzXYV6CDEdUviyFcSDKo4IiqjBaKVUixncN0JQhtArTQC6QwMe8C0ujdESYoEy5QRg_cNRbW11hkn-jh7n-K0n31o1TNyG1En4eAtJ0OX_zJlTmA25mBdhvAOxy5Z6Bt_e_7p7-nXYn1uoBjJ0KWUdvwsTf8BNVpYsPAAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwi6j66Y68blAhXIMd8KHR03CU4Q-BYITg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sa=X&rls=en&sxsrf=ACYBGNRy8-iqiQXRgJ9JsYYTUPAiFe-CgA:1572536559835&q=Tuskegee+University&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAG3OMQ6CMBiG4TCY6GzC5NDoAaAoAe_gqIuLoU1LG1oQ_1LA43gcjuQkGOrk9gxf3nzLzXYV6CDEdUviyFcSDKo4IiqjBaKVUixncN0JQhtArTQC6QwMe8C0ujdESYoEy5QRg_cNRbW11hkn-jh7n-K0n31o1TNyG1En4eAtJ0OX_zJlTmA25mBdhvAOxy5Z6Bt_e_7p7-nXYn1uoBjJ0KWUdvwsTf8BNVpYsPAAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwi6j66Y68blAhXIMd8KHR03CU4Q-BYITg&biw=1359&bih=662
https://www.cookman.edu/academics/schools/chs/SchoolsAndDepartments/publicHealth/index.html
https://www.cdrewu.edu/cosh/MPH
http://www.mmc.edu/


Bill Jenkins Mentored 
Laurie Elam Evans 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Carl V. Hill

National Institute on Aging, NIH



Bill Jenkins Mentored 

Crysral James, 
JD, MPH

Chair, 
Department 
Graduate 
Public Health

Tuskegee 
University

https://www.wcaps.org/one-health/2019/4/16/crystal-james


Bill Jenkins, MS, PhD, MPH

Presented November 7, 2010

See https://go.unc.edu/BillJenkins
Click “Lectures”

Click “Keynote Address to the APHA 138th Annual Meeting”

Keynote Address to the APHA 

138th Annual Meeting 
Social Justice Through Public Health

Public Health Through Social Justice:

Lessons from Tuskegee

https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/user/vschoenb/Public%20Library/People/BySurname/J/William%20_Bill_%20Jenkins/Lectures/Bill%20Jenkins%2C%20Keynote%20Address%20to%20the%20APHA%20138th%20Annual%20Meeting


Support for 

the things that 

can make a 

real difference 

is lacking

These programs focus on mentoring 
more than role models

They focus on experience more than 
exposure

They focus on long term goals more than 
short term objectives

They focus on the things which make a 
difference



Chapter: AIDS/HIV 
Epidemics in the Black 

Community

Ronald L. Braithwaite, Sandra E. Taylor, 

editors ; foreword by Louis W. Sullivan.

San Francisco : Jossey-Bass, c1992.

1st ed.



1986

First Black AIDS Conference

The National Coalition of  Black Lesbians and Gays, with a grant 

from the U.S. Public Health Services, sponsors the National 

Conference on AIDS in the Black Community in Washington D.C. 

in July. The conference attracts more than 400 educators, health care 

providers and activists, connecting people from across the country 

to address the specific needs of  African Americans with AIDS.



Bill Jenkins CV 1996
https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/user/vschoenb/Public%20Library/People/BySurname/J/William%20_Bill_%20Jenkins/Biogra

phical/BillJenkinsCV1992.pdf

https://sakai.unc.edu/access/content/user/vschoenb/Public%20Library/People/BySurname/J/William%20_Bill_%20Jenkins/Biographical/BillJenkinsCV1992.pdf




Retirement
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